
 
MINUTES 

JULY 2, 2013 7-8:30 PM 

LAMB OF GOD LUTHERAN CHURCH 

12509 27th Avenue NE, Seattle, 98125 

Members Present: Janet Arkills, Janine Blaeloch, Pam Bowe, Susan Causin, Chuck Dickey, Kevin Hilman, Muriel 
Lawty, Gad Levy, Brad Malone, Kris Meyer, Emilee Montgomery, Dave Morris, Sandy Motzer, Tim Motzer, 
Phil Shack, Renee Staton, Amber Trout, Ruth Williams 

Guests Present: Marty Curry, Faculty UW Urban Design and Planning, Pierre Visioning Project 

JUNE 4, 2013 MINUTES were approved 

INTRODUCTIONS AND ROUND ROBIN 

Kris: Hiram Place Association is focused on Virgil Flaim Park as the largest social asset in Lake City. 

Brad: (1) Lamb of God will either rebuild or find a new place in Lake City. They need more room, especially for 
gathering places. They want ideas from the community about what they might offer. (2) Lamb of God has 
partnered with Meadowbrook Community Cares and Jane Addams Middle School for a Fall (October) after 
school program (M-W-Th) for 22 students to improve English skills. The focus will be technology based, with 
11-12 laptops being provided for student use. 

Dave: (1) Mike McQuaid (representing Seattle Street Hockey) has talked with Don Moody (representing the 
Pierre family) about utilizing the old Hub Cap Annie’s site. The Pierres would require an onsite manager. 
Seattle Street Hockey also explored the 33rd Ave NE Park site but it isn’t large enough. (2) Councilman Licata’s 
proposal for legalizing homeless encampments apparently does not have full council backing. The vote is July 
29th. (3) The Life Long Learning Center’s Summer program starts July 9th at the Lake City Presbyterian Church 
(NE 123rd Street and 38th Ave NE). For $50, one can take as many classes as available: 
www.lifetimelearningseattle.org (4) Dave has a meeting with SPD Lt. Ron Rasmussen July 3rd to discuss the 
crime statistic maps Dave has generated using census block data. (5) Dave will generate a different set of maps 
to evaluate economics in the LCHUV—sf of housing and retail spaces available and vacant. DPD’s Katie Sheehy 
is sending data. 

Renee: Renee will now be representing Pinehurst. She is a 14 year resident of the neighborhood and 
previously represented Pinehurst at NDC. Renee was one of the community members working with Pinehurst 
Safeway in achieving US Green Building Council's LEED certification for sustainability and also lobbied for the 
$1,000,000 LCW Traffic Safety Corridor award. 

Sandy: (1) The Hub will be hosting an open house this summer in conjunction with Fred Meyer. Fred Meyer 
will have emergency disaster kit materials for sale as part of this event. Janet reminded us to fill out the Fred 
Meyer survey found on the receipts so that they can evaluate changes made. (2) Since the pod has been in 
place we’ve had 2 mattresses, one box spring and one sofa positioned on Fred Meyer property hidden behind 
the pod between the pod and the street. Disposal is expensive for Fred Meyer. Janine suggested contacting 
SPU to report illegal dumping: 
http://www.seattle.gov/util/environmentconservation/ourcity/reportillegaldumping/  

http://www.lifetimelearningseattle.org/
http://www.seattle.gov/util/environmentconservation/ourcity/reportillegaldumping/
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Tim: Night Out is August 6th. (Since Night out conflicts with LCNA’s 1st Tuesday meeting, LCNA will not be 
meeting in August.) 

Susan: (1) Victoria Heights’ Night out celebration will be for the entire VH community. They have applied for a 
Small Sparks grant and will have a potluck on the street adjacent to the Park. (2) VH is a starting emergency 
planning. (3) VH’s Eileen Canola was selected for the PACE (People’s Academy of Community Engagement) 
program. 

Muriel: (1) Little Brook will be having a Party in the Park sometime after the Night Out event. (2) LB has 
ongoing concerns regarding the crime rate and drug dealing at 145th. (3) Tomorrow the sidewalk proposal will 
be discussed at NDC. The NSF grant has insufficient funds to cover this project. (4) Muriel was also selected for 
PACE. 

Amber: North Seattle Family Center is in high gear with activities for kids this summer. They offer free lunches 
with Hunger Intervention Program every day (M-F) at noon at Lake City Court, extended youth hours Mondays 
3-4pm, Tuesday 11-12 (P-patch and youth trash pick-up activities), Wednesday 2:30-4:30 (various activities 
and computer time), and will have their summer TIPS (Teens In Public Service) intern Brianne helping out with 
youth activities all summer!! Amber noted they are also very proud that two of our pre-teens were accepted 
and participating in the Summer of Service Program through the Dept. of Parks. 

Janine: At our last LCNA meeting, we voted that LCNA would write a letter in support of Mike Duke who is 
losing his Grocery Outlet franchise over what LCNA thought was the shop lifting rate. Janine and Dave crafted 
that letter. They received a response back from Grocery Outlet’s regional manager, who indicated the shop 
lifting was only part of the issue. They have already signed an agreement with Tony Studioso, who will be the 
new operator.  

Ruth: Thornton Creek Alliance is a new LCNA member. Ruth has been active with the TCA for 20 years and is 
the current President. TCA’s goal is a healthy and sustainable watershed. They are addressing three major 
issues: (1) Sound Transit will cut off Thornton Creek’s head waters as part of the construction at Northgate. 
TCA is working with Sound Transit to develop a mitigation plan. (2) The Seattle Public Utilities 2-year study 
found Thornton Creek to be the most polluted watershed in King County and possibly in WA State. The 
contamination is from human E. coli and fecal coliform bacteria. Samples were collected twice daily for 2 
years. The source of the contamination is unknown, and could be from ruptured sewer lines, cross-
connections between storm sewer and waste sewer lines, and/or homeless encampments. (3) New Zealand 
mud snails have been found in Meadowbrook Pond and are now downstream of the pond in Thornton Creek. 
They are about ¼ inch in size, and are brown, black, and/or gray. There is no known eradication technique to 
eliminate them. They are present in Capitol Lake in Olympia, and may have been transported to 
Meadowbrook Pond inadvertently on the boots of researchers. Pets might be another source of 
contamination.  

Chuck: (1) Chuck and the Lions Club need volunteers to clean and paint in the neighborhood. Chuck has 
materials but not enough help. Parks wants the arch in the Mini Park painted with a mural. Chuck and his 
volunteers meet at the Community Center at 9:30 am. (2) The Lions Club grilled hamburgers and hotdogs and 
served them with all the trimmings at the North Seattle Family Center-sponsored Parents Day Celebration at 
Lake City Court. It was well attended and the kids had a great time.  

Emilee: Emilee will now be representing Cedar Park SHAG. She’s been work as a travel agent and as an RN, 
and has been involved in Little League and schools. Everyone welcomed Emilee. 

Janet: (1) Janet has found an Olympic Hills resident who is interested in starting an Olympic Hills Community 
Council (under a different name since that name is taken) that will represent all of Olympic Hills. (2) Janet will 
send links out for all neighborhood websites and blogs. (3) Reporting for Chris, the Lake City Community 
Center will have a rededication ceremony on July 19th.  



 Page 3 of 4 
 
Phil: (1) Deferred discussion of the Cedar Park Park and School to Tim as part of the agenda. (2) The mayoral 
candidate forum last week went well. Jim Diers, the first Director of the Office of Neighborhoods, moderated 
the event. (3) NDC will be prioritizing the 3 Bridging the Gap Neighborhood Street Fund Projects and the 3 
Neighborhood Park and Street Fund Projects at tomorrow’s meeting. 

Marty: Will debrief the coffee talks and the Open House as an agenda item. 

Kevin: (1) Will debrief the Lake City SkateSpot as an agenda item. (2) As the representative from Olympic Hills 
PTA, school is out and there is nothing to report. 

NEW BUSINESS 

1. Community Outreach 

Molly Burke, Farmers Market Director, is supportive of LCNA having a booth. Janet passed around a sign-
up sheet. LCNA materials plus the host group’s materials would be displayed. Farmers Market is open 
Thursdays 2:30-7:30 pm so there could be split shifts.  

2. PACE (People’s Academy for Community Engagement) 

Muriel Lawty from Little Brook and Eileen Canola from Victory Heights were selected for this program. 
Projects are needed that fit within Small Sparks criteria and can be completed in 1-2 months. 

REPORTS AND UPDATES 

1. Neighborhood Action Teams. The general consensus is that there is not enough specificity. 

a. Access and Pedestrian and Physical Improvements. Janine reported they met once after the meeting 
with Jerry DeGriek. Projects remained unlisted. 

b. Public Health, Safety and Parks. Sandy reported that they met once after the meeting with Jerry 
DeGriek. Projects were not listed. Amber reported that Human Services group met earlier this week 
and discussed that there were not enough services for families. 

c. Economic Development and Urban Design. Dave reported Mark, Tim, Katie, Dave, and Aaron walked 
to the Mini Park and discussed activating the site with food truck vendors, rotating them in 
coordination with other neighborhoods. See http://www.seattlefoodtruck.com/ for truck locations. 
Janet reported that a written confirmation was requested but not received as to why the 33rd Ave NE 
site for the relocation of the port-a-potty was removed as a potential alternative site. Dave reported an 
email discussion between Aaron, Chris and Dave where using other existing restrooms or building rest 
rooms was brought up. Tim reported the Chamber was opposed to not relocating the port-a-potty but 
was supportive of relocating the port-a-potty within the Park with a wash station in conjunction with a 
food vendor utilizing the space. Chuck raised the issue of a service charge (15% of gross revenues) by 
Parks. Dave felt that fee it could be negotiated. Muriel requested that if the Comprehensive Plan was 
being revised, the Little Brook community needs to be involved. 

2. Greenways and Traffic Calming. Janine reported that there was a “lively discussion” at last week’s 27th Ave 
NE open house. She noted that the written comments they received were all positive. SDOT was moving 
forward with design over the next couple of months. There will be another open house in January. They 
need more outreach. 

3. Pocket Park at NE 133rd Street between 27th and 28th Avenues NE. Janine reported that Jennifer Wieland 
from SDOT’s Public Space Management Program, Street Use & Urban Forestry was very supportive of 
developing a pocket park. 

4. NE 110th Street Detour. Pam reported as part of the NE 110th Street sidewalk Bridging the Gap 

http://www.seattlefoodtruck.com/
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Neighborhood Street Fund proposal and prior to the detour, the Meadowbrook Community Council hosted 
a number of elected and paid State and City officials on a walking tour. These officials were surprised at 
how bad the street was. The Community requested mobile flashing street signs be installed in anticipation 
of the detour route to reduce speeds. The Meadowbrook community was very concerned about this 
detour. Several community members watched traffic and the response to the signs and reported that 
virtually everyone hit the brakes and slowed down when the signs flashed how fast they were driving 
except for the Metro buses who kept up their speed. The detour seems to be working without issues. 

5. Cedar Park Park. Tim reported that a 5-person Cedar Park Neighborhood Council subcommittee chaired by 
Kevin Cornwell has met with Steve Cole, the School District’s project manager, about the Park. The 
Committee believes that Mr. Cole is doing everything he can to preserve the Park. The 8 portable buildings 
will not encroach on the Park and additional parking will be sited on the east side of the School, which is 
away from the Park. The Park will need to be fenced and it will have posted use hours. There is a public 
meeting to be held at Cedar Park School (NE 135th Street and 39th Ave NE) on July 18th from 7-9pm. 

6. Lake City SkateSpot at Virgil Flaim. Kevin reported that the the SkateSpot is on the Parks Oversight 
Committee’s Opportunity Fund’s recommended list. It will go to Sally Bagshaw for her approval and then 
to Council for a vote sometime this month. Kevin mentioned that both Deputy Mayor Darryl Smith and 
Councilwoman Bagshaw had been supportive. The plan is to move the basketball court (which has a 25-
year old surface) and to install lighting. There will be three public meetings once the Project Manager has 
been assigned. The Parks Department will assist is the application for an additional $75K for a King County 
sports facility grant. Action item: LCNA will send thank you letters to Sally Bagshaw and Darryl Smith. 

7. Coffee Talk: Diversity. Marty reported that the last in the Coffee Talks series was held in a round-table, 
discussion format. The leaders were Lisa Uemoto, SHA Lake City Court Community Builder; Janine 
Blaeloch, Greenways; Amber Trout, North Seattle Family Center; and Rachel Miller, American Planning 
Association member and planner with Makers Architecture and Urban Design. Diversity included ethnicity, 
age, income, and abilities. Resources and challenges also were included. In response to the question, If you 
could do one thing, what would it be?, responses included a year-round market; gardens; communication 
and reaching out; use Farmers Market as a place to share info; have a storefront on LCW; have an idea 
space; have a reader board at Fred Meyer; organize around kids and dogs.  Trust and relationships were 
key. The coffee Talk was taped by both Dave and Janet. 

8. LC Visioning Project Open House. Marty reported there were about 30 people who came to UW Grad 
Student Katy Haima’s PowerPoint slide show of the Pierre Properties and opportunity sites. Katy will 
present her recommended design concepts to the Pierres. 

9. Draft Bylaws. There was no substantive discussion about content. A subcommittee led by Brad Malone 
and Sandhya Subramanian will format this version into the format required for 501(c)(3) application. We’ll 
vote on the bylaws at the September meeting.  

ADJOURNED AT 8:45 PM.  

We will not meet on our regularly scheduled first Tuesday, August 6th, which is Night Out. Everyone is 
encouraged to host or attend a Night Out Celebration in your neighborhood.  

Our next meeting is September 3rd, 7-8:30 pm. 

 


