
 

 

Lake City Neighborhood Alliance 

Tuesday, February 4, 2014 

Lamb of God Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Minutes 

Members Present: 

Cedar Park Neighborhood Council, Phil Shack; Children’s Home Society/North Seattle Family Center, Ann 

Fuller; Douglas Park Cooperative, Dave Morris; Families For Lake City, Brian Arkills; Hiram Place 

Association, Kris Meyer & Maureen Meyer; Lake City Community Council, Cheryl Klinker; Lake City 

Emergency Communication Hub, Sandy Motzer; Lake City Greenways, Janine Blaeloch; Lamb of God 

Evangelical Lutheran Church, Janelle Arenz; North Cedar Park Good Neighbors Association, Victoria 

Moceri; North Seattle Chamber of Commerce, Chris Leverson; Pierre Visioning Project, Mark Von 

Walter; Pinehurst Community Council, Renee Staton; Seattle Mennonite Church, Melanie Neufeld; 

South Cedar Park Good Neighbors Association, Tim Motzer; Thornton Creek Alliance, Ruth Williams. 

Members Not Present: Victory Heights Community Council 

Guests: 

Sally Kinney, Lake City Task Force; Dan O’Keefe, Meadowbrook Community Council; Kevin Hilman, 

Olympic Hills Elementary PTA & Lake City Skate Park Project; Don Moody, Pierre Ford & Chevrolet & 

Pierre Family; Brian Douglas Scott, OIS Consultant; Christa Dumpys, North District Coordinator, Seattle 

Dept. of Neighborhoods; Katie Sheehy, Seattle Dept. of Planning and Development; Marty Curry, 

University of Washington, School of Urban Planning; Mark Mendez and Danielle Loeding, Olympic Hills 

Neighborhood Association; Gad Levy, 46th District Dems 

Minutes of the January 7, 2014 Meeting were approved with no changes. 

TREASURER’S REPORT – Dave Morris reported he is in the process of opening an account for LCNA at 

Union Bank.   $425 was collected in membership fees.  Dave Morris made a motion to use $400 to pay 

the fee for application and filing of LCNA as a 501c3.   Motion seconded by Renee Staton.  The motion 

carried unanimously. 

PRESENTATION – Brian Douglas Scott, a consultant and urban planner has facilitated strategic planning 

for work groups in the University District and in Ballard.  He met with the Lake City Chamber in 2007 and 

2008.  He spoke about “Organizing for Positive Change” and used examples from both the University 

District and Ballard. In both examples, four to five work groups, long-term partnerships, and broad 

coalitions were formed. Key to success of planning and implementation was strong leadership and 

consistent management. Also key were major contributors who provided 50% or a significant portion of 

funding needed for the project. Using the Main Street model for improving a commercial core area 

entailed organization, strategies, safety, marketing, planning and design, and cleaning. When asked 

about work groups, he recommended a structure that accommodates active advocacy groups already in 
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Lake City and broad representation. The core leadership group should make sure they all “knit” 

together.  When asked about document management, he recommended each workgroup get “orders” 

from the core leadership and report back regularly on progress.  Minutes of each workgroup’s meetings 

should be posted on a website. Transparency is important. When asked how long is needed to complete 

the process, Brian stated it could take two to three years and recommended a strategic plan be 

developed by fall so application for further funding could be made to the City of Seattle, and then come 

back later to the City of Seattle for funding of specific projects. He also recommended that large group 

meetings with broad representation and open to the public be used to gather input and/or feedback, 

but that a smaller, leadership team make the final decisions in meetings not open to the public. The 

leadership should always report back to the larger group and post results of their meetings. 

Members asked Brian about how he ensures that all community members are engaged and heard 

from in the process and how City of Seattle Race and Social Justice Initiative goals are met. Brian 

expressed that inclusiveness can be a challenge. Members expressed a goal that engagement be 

inclusive and that Brian utilize the Race and Social Justice resources available through the City in this 

project. 

 

It was noted that the Only In Seattle grant award for Lake City is likely, but has NOT been officially 

awarded yet, and the final decision won’t be known until the Mayor makes the announcement. 

WORK GROUPS – Sandy provided a list of existing work groups based on the NATS team workgroups still 

currently active.   She asked if there were other work groups that are needed.   The following were 

suggested:    

 Land Use 

 Communication and/or Information Technology 

 Grants 

 Arts Council 

 Clean and Safe 

 Youth and Family 

 Marketing 

 Community engagement and Outreach 

 Information Management 

Concerns about how standing committees will coordinate with each other and with organizations or 

groups in the community were raised for future discussion and thought.  Joint quarterly meetings, 

sharing of data, reporting to officers or the core group, posting on an internet site were all suggested.  

Sandy Motzer offered to compile and finalize a list of possible work groups and will distribute to 

members so they can distribute it on their e-lists to see which work groups their members are interested 

in and might participate in. 

NEIGHBORHOOD SUMMIT – Sandy Motzer shared the letter from LCNA to Kathy Nyland, the 

coordinator for the Neighborhood Summit, and asked the group to let her know if there were other 

broad issues they feel should be covered at the Summit.  Kathy is still visiting other community groups 

across the city to gather input on what the focus of the Summit should be. The Summit is tentatively 
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scheduled for either March 29 or April 5, 2014. Ann Fuller proposed adding funding for social services as 

a parity issue across Seattle communities. 

REPORTS 

Ruth Williams of Thornton Creek Alliance reported Seattle Parks & Recreation has had to further reduce 

the scope of the “Naturalizing Northgate” project at Beaver Pond natural area. 

Janine Blaeloch of Greenways announced request for proposals has been advertised to obtain a designer 

for the new park in her neighborhood. 

Tim Motzer reported that a submittal to the Neighborhood Street Fund was sent in for an improvement 

project at Riviera and Burke Gilman. Regarding the NAT Teams, Rebecca Carlson of Seattle Parks & 

Recreation will keep meetings going for now. Rick Nishi of Seattle Parks and Recreation has posted 

notice of upcoming public meeting regarding Cedar Park design process for redevelopment. Testimony 

requesting a full service community center for Lake City was made at the January 30 Parks Levy meeting. 

No report from Don Moody on the Pierre properties. 

Renee Staton reported the Pinehurst Playfield Shelter House is now open for community use. 

Cheryl Klinker reported that Lake City Community Council developed a strategic plan for addressing 

safety concerns for 33rd Ave NE and is taking steps to implement some of the action items.  On February 

19th a workshop will be held at 7:00 pm at the Mennonite Church community room to educate residents 

about when and how to make good 911 calls. 

Melanie Neufeld reported service providers on 33rd Ave NE are holding a litter patrol on Feb 5 at 11:00 

am and all are invited to participate if they can.  The One Night Count saw a triple increase in homeless 

in Lake City from last year. Melanie is contacting City of Seattle to find out how to get better access to 

housing referrals and emergency housing. She and a team went to Olympia to share the story of the 

conditions for the homeless in Lake City in hopes of gaining more resources toward addressing the 

problem. 

Ann Fuller reported King County has been assisting them with registering clients for Obama Care.  North 

Seattle Family Center is providing information and workshops on car seat safety and has developed a 

program for distributing donated car seats. 

School Tours and School Auctions are coming up.  The group was requested to attend the auctions. 

Dave Morris reported weekly walks continue in Douglas Park. Steve Dougherty has joined the North 

Precinct Advisory Committee and has good connections with Seattle Police Department. Dave is working 

on obtaining RTI escalators for a Lake City database now that he got a lot of data from Seattle Dept of 

Transportation. He is looking at software that will help catalog it. 

Katie Sheehy reminded the group that race and social justice information, tools, and resources are 

available on-line at the City of Seattle’s website. 

Victoria announced that Intracorps sold the Elks property to Pulte and this new developer is going 

forward with development plans. 



 Page 4 

 

A meeting is scheduled by Seattle Public Schools for February 25th at 6:30 pm in the Olympic Hills 

Cafeteria for design phase feedback on redevelopment of Olympic Hills elementary school. 

Dan O’Keefe reported that Meadowbrook Community Council has been monitoring the dredging of the 

Meadowbrook pond and heard more details about the Thornton Creek confluence at their meeting.  35th 

Ave NE will be closed during the installation/construction likely June through August. Safe Route to 

Schools sidewalk improvement project for NE 110th Phase 1 will be completed in 2014. Phase II which 

will address the pooling of water at 35th Ave NE is scheduled for completion in 2015. Total project cost is 

estimated at $900,000.   A skills fair was held to share and keep track of residents expertise in case of an 

emergency.  The Community Kitchen got new appliances through Clean Scapes in time for canning and 

freezing this year’s harvest. 

Kris Meyer reported a 911 call was made since the last meeting and three police cars/teams responded. 

There has been less trash at the Virgil Flaim play field. 

Chris Leverson said North Seattle Chamber is looking forward to working on the Only In Seattle project 

and that it is likely but not certain to be awarded.  A new group called Lake City Future First will be 

taking the leadership on that. 

 

Meeting was adjourned at 8:30 pm. 

 

Recorder,  

Cheryl Klinker, Secretary 

 


