
 

 

Lake City Neighborhood Alliance 
Thursday, May 8, 2014 

Lamb of God Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Minutes 
MEMBERS PRESENT: 

Cedar Park Neighborhood Council (Phil Shack); Children’s Home Society of WA/North Seattle Family Center (Ann 

Fuller); Douglas Park Cooperative (Dave Morris); Families For Lake City (Janet Arkills); Friends of Cedar Park 

Neighborhood (Beathe Smith); Lake City Community Council (Cheryl Klinker); Lake City Emergency Communication Hub 

(Sandy Motzer); Lake City Greenways (Janine Blaeloch); Lamb of God Evangelical Lutheran Church (Michael Snyder); 

Meadowbrook Community Council (Pamela Bowe); North Cedar Park Good Neighbors Association (Victoria Moceri); 

North Helpline (Rob Brewer); North Seattle Chamber of Commerce (Chris Leverson); Olympic Hills Neighborhood 

Association (Mark Mendez); Olympic Hills PTA (Kevin Hilman); Pinehurst Community Council (Renee Staton); Seattle 

Mennonite Church (Emily Goetz); South Cedar Park Good Neighbors Association (Tim Motzer); Thornton Creek Alliance 

(Keith Dekker); Victory Heights Community Council (Susan Causin). 

MEMBERS NOT PRESENT: Hiram Place Association; Pierre Visioning Project & Urban Framework;  

GUESTS: 

Molly Burke, Lake City Farmers’ Market; Jim Curtin, SDOT; Chuck Dickey, Lake City Lion’s Club; Christa Dumpys, DoN; 

Muriel Lawty, Little Brook Squeaky Wheelers; Elizabeth Scott, Crime Prevention Specialist, SPD North Precinct; Katie 

Sheehy, DPD; Susan Stoltzfus & Kevin Buckley, SPU. 

MINUTES of April 1, 2014 were approved as submitted.  

Introduction of New Crime Prevention Specialist for North Precinct 

Elizabeth Scott introduced herself and distributed two handouts about BlockWatch and on-line tools. She has been with 

the Seattle Police department doing administrative work for the last few years and is looking forward to working on 

organizing blockwatch groups.  She is available to make presentations and do home inspections.  Tweet by Beat can be 

used by Blockwatch Groups to get updates. Blockwatch groups can get lists of contact numbers, brochures, and business 

cards.   She reminded everyone to remember to check windows and not leave ladders in the yard because burglaries go 

up in the summer.  Be aware of what can be used against you.   

Lake City Way Traffic Safety Corridor Project 

Jim Curtin reviewed the goal and objectives of the Lake City Way Traffic Safety Corridor Project.  He distributed an 

educational card donning the new logo that reminds others to “Look Out for Pedestrians”. There were 700 accidents 

over a five-year period, which is the highest in the City of Seattle.  On March 28th, 2014 the Washington State Patrol 

increased their enforcement patrols.  A study of the corridor revealed the major cause of accidents on Lake City Way is 

the failure to yield and will be their focus along with speeding.  With the support of the Traffic Safety Commission, new 

signage is going up to remind drivers about traffic safety with the “Lake City Way”. Special outreach projects include 

“Crosswalk Actions” when volunteers cross Lake City Way with signs that encourage drivers to stop for pedestrians.  

Then Jim went through the corridor from north to south, outlining the engineering projects that are planned to improve 

Lake City Way for pedestrians and transit users. Jim advised the group there could be increased congestion resulting 

from construction in 2015. 
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- Regulatory signage will be replaced in the second quarter of 2014. 

- Reflective backplates will be put on signals soon. 

- At NE 145th, additional right of way was purchased from the 7-11 Store which will be used in six to twelve 

months to provide curb ramps on the south side. 

- At Erikson and NE 137th, this awkward intersection is under further study and evaluation. 

- At NE 130th by Fred Meyer, the transit stop is being evaluated. 

- The mid-block crossings north and south of NE 125th Street will be revamped in the 2nd quarter of 2014.  The 

existing beacons will be removed and replaced with rectangular, bright gold, rapid flashing lights.  They will be 

controlled by push button.  This is the only uncontrolled, marked, crosswalk over four lanes in the city of Seattle. 

- At NE 110th Street, it is signalized and there is a transit stop.   There have been collisions with pedestrians here, 

so a total extreme makeover is being considered and is expected to be completed early in 2015.  An extended 

curb, more sidewalk space, and curb ramps will be installed at the transit stop. 

- At 24th Ave NE there is an acute angle, a staircase, and a terrible pedestrian environment that will be addressed 

by changing the whole configuration of the intersection, fully signalizing the crossing, adding six foot wide 

sidewalks, adding curb bulbs, and shifting the transit stop.  The project will be coordinated with Seattle Public 

Utilities and their project on 35th Ave NE. 

- At 95th, a $900,000 grant, if obtained, will be used for rapid flash beacons to Ravenna Ave NE, replacement of 

the sidewalks/paths on the east side, and installation of new sidewalks on the west side, and signage about 

Thornton Creek.  This is where Sandy suggested the blue “steam” designating Thornton Creek be added for 

traffic calming and as an art enrichment to Lake City. 

- At 20th Ave NE is the Ravenna/Wedgwood neighborhood connection.  A pedestrian activated signal in the 

shoulder will be installed.   95th to 20th is a high speed zone area, so the channelization is being reviewed and 

radar speed signage will be installed here.  The third lane is a mystery and may be removed. 

- At 14th & 15th there is a lot of cut through to avoid sitting in traffic.  These intersections are being evaluated as a 

time limit turn with restrictions is being considered.  Pedestrian signalization will also be considered.  New 

businesses here limit the options for SDOT and prevents buying additional right of way. 

When Jim was asked about the change in traffic levels after tolling began on SR520, he said the number of vehicles on 

Lake City Way has increased from 36,000 to 40,000. 

The following were responses by Jim to questions from members: 

- SDOT is working closely with Seattle Public Schools now and bringing extra funds toward school safety.  A 

comprehensive school safety plan is being developed in which they want to address inconsistencies in Seattle 

Public Schools policies regarding the transportation of students. There will be opportunities to comment. 

- New signage on Lake City Way won’t be larger, just more reflective. 

- The pedestrian signalization at NE 127th and NE 130th changes before pedestrians can get across.  Length of lights 

are being evaluated and all of them on Lake City Way will be adjusted per findings in the evaluation. 

- There is a potential WSDOT corridor study in the near future; however, they already have a needs list of 

priorities that will be implemented as funds become available.   The City of Seattle and WSDOT are working 

together to develop a comprehensive route plan as well. 

- There will be Crosswalk Actions monthly and besides being a good way to raise awareness, you can use the 

opportunity to ask questions of Jim Curtin. 

Prevention of Sewage Overflows Into Waterways – Draft Integrated Long Term Control Plan 

Susan Stoltzfus and Kevin Buckley from Seattle Public Utilities presented a document titled “Protecting Seattle’s 

Waterways – Community Guide” that summarizes the utility’s strategy for keeping raw sewage and polluted runoff out 

of Seattle’s receiving water bodies. Including Puget Sound.  The plan was established by consent decree for Seattle to 

meet the state and federal requirements for obtaining it’s National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System permit 
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(NPDES).  Two alternatives are being considered, and the guide outlines the second alternative which integrates both 

the reduction of sewage overflows and polluted stormwater runoff.  If approved, it would allow a delay in meeting the 

combined sewer overflows in favor of building more stormwater retention and water quality facilities earlier which can 

also help meet the state and federal regulations.  Spokane just finished developing and implementing this approach.  

With Seattle, they are the first in the nation to use this approach. An expert panel from across the nation, EPA, and the 

Department of Ecology all advised Spokane and Seattle on the proper use of data and to develop proper methodologies.  

Seattle Public Utilities, after reviewing the collected data and the results of pilot projects, decided to focus on street 

sweeping in partnership with SDOT; filters in vaults; natural drainage approaches; large water treatment facilities; and 

smaller, localized, box, bio-retention filters.  Not only did they look at which removed the most pollutants, but also 

which had the most economic and social factors as well.  They are prioritizing water bodies with the most problems, and 

did cost asset analysis on each approach.   After all their analysis, the projects that came out on top were street 

sweeping with a move to weekly sweepings, the South Park pump and filtration – water quality facility, and increasing 

natural systems especially more roadside rain gardens.  The plan is to build more projects like the one in Pinehurst 

throughout Thornton, Pipers, and Longfellow watersheds.  In 2015, the outreach and interest phase will be completed.  

In 2016 they will be prioritizing and shortening the list of projects. In 2018 construction of the prioritized projects will 

begin.   

May 29, 2014 EPA will hold its public meeting and start a comment period.  June 24, 2014 there will be another Seattle 

Public Utilities sponsored public meeting from 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm at the Lake Washington Rowing Club building.  After 

the plan is adopted, there will be an on-line tool that communities within the chosen watersheds can use to nominate 

their block for the roadside rain gardens.   There will be volunteer opportunities also.  The RAINWISE rain garden 

program for private properties sponsored by Seattle Public Utilities will continue but only in basins contributing to 

overflow problems. 

Responses to questions were as follows: 

- North of NE 85th Street there is no formal drainage.  Homeowners need to take runoff from the street or a drain 

line would need to be installed down the middle of the street.  The latter approach is expensive and Seattle 

Public Utilities does not have the funding to do this yet.  Rate increases are being considered. 

- Ditch and culverts could be replaced with roadside garden retention systems. 

- Phinney Neighborhood Association collects gray water to reduce their utility bills.  They also have a cistern that 

collects water used for flushing toilets. 

- The nearest combined sewer overflow is at Laurelhurst and a large tank by Magnuson Park is being used to help 

control the overflows there. 

- Street sweeping focuses on stormwater flow and picks up pollutants BEFORE getting into water bodies such as 

Thornton Creek. 

 

Chairman’s Report 
 

 LCNA now has 22 members with Olympic Hills Neighborhood Association being the most recent to join. 

 Sandy presented a letter from LCNA to the Selection Committee on Parks Funding that she took before the City 

Council, outlining concerns about the Metropolitan Park District (MPD).  There seemed to be no interest in using 

a levy instead of the MPD.  The MPD was approved by City Council on April 28th and will be put to a vote on the 

upcoming ballot.   North District Council is forming a committee to put together both pros and cons of the MPD 

to better inform our local voters.  Sandy suggested LCNA join with North District Council to be informative, and 

retain good relations with Seattle Parks and Recreation.  Also, the deadline for Council to approve an interim 

levy was missed.  A $10 million stop gap measure could be used in the meantime.  Individual groups could take 
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their own positions.   Members seemed agreeable to the approach suggested by Sandy.  Mark Mendez 

volunteered to represent LCNA to work with NDC on the pros and cons. 

 Sandy also suggested that in June or July, LCNA invite representatives from each of the MPD campaign groups to 

present their positions.   One supports the MPD, and the other opposes the MPD.   The vote on the MPD is in 

August. 

 Sandy encouraged members to view a six minute video on U-Tube that shows how other cities address arterials 

that run through their communities.   She will send out the link via email. 

Treasurer’s Report 

$525 is in the LCNA account and will increase to $550 when Olympic Hills Neighborhood Council’s membership is 

deposited.   Membership payments from Meadowbrook Community Council, Friends of Cedar Park, North Help Line, and 

Olympic Hills PTA were recently deposited.  Renee Staton moved the Treasurer’s report be approved, Kevin Hillman 

seconded, and the motion passed unanimously. 

Some Highlights of Round Robin 

 The landlord is pushing tenants out of the Little Brook Apartments and tenants are finding it challenging to get 

support against the landlord.   Many of the tenants have mental or physical disabilities.  They have tried getting 

assistance form Jim Mtez at the Landlord-Tenant Relations office at Seattle Planning and Development.  

Suggestions were made for additional avenues of support. 

 May 28, 2014 at 7:00 pm the Lake City Future First Project will be launched at the Elliot Bay Brewery.  There will 

be food, entertainment, and the opportunity for the business community to share ideas on how the Lake City 

commercial core should be developed. 

 The Urban Design Framework group continues to meet and hopes to present a draft plan this summer.  The 

Dept. of Neighborhoods is engaging liaisons to ensure coordination with the various projects and efforts in Lake 

City.  An initial contract is being developed and will be expanded later.  There is a Lake City Future First website 

where progress reports are posted. 

 In Pinehurst, three pedestrians have been killed in accidents with vehicles.   More children are expected on the 

roads once the Pinehurst rebuild and remodel project is completed.  There is a petition circulating to get a 

crosswalk at 5th Ave NE and NE 115th Street to help reduce such accidents. 

 The Permit process has been initiated with the Seattle Dept. of Planning and Development for demolition of the 

Aqua Dive building on 33rd Ave NE and is being expedited since the site is now presenting health and safety 

hazards. 

 Final Design meeting to review and provide input on the preferred alternative for the reconstruction of Cedar 

Park elementary school is scheduled for June 18, 2014. 

Meeting was adjourned at 8:30 pm. 

Recorder,  

Cheryl Klinker, Secretary 


